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1. Policy Aim and Objectives
The objectives of the Parking Permit Policy (Policy) aligned with the Brimbank Parking Strategy 2019-2029 (Parking Strategy) and Car Parking Management Plan, are to:
· Provide a fair, equitable and efficient parking system for residents, service providers, visitors and people with special parking needs;
· Prioritise the use of Council owned public parking spaces using the hierarchy as identified in the Parking Strategy;
· Provide a clear, transparent and evidence based approach to introduce parking permit areas;
· Allow eligible residents of City of Brimbank to park in designated areas (on-street car parking and off-street car parking)  that have been designated for residential permit; and
· Protect the integrity of the street and ensure there is a balanced need between users and ensure traffic and safety is not adversely impacted.
2. Definition of terms
For the purpose of this Policy the following definitions apply.
	Authorised Officer
	A person appointed by Council under section 224 of the Local Government Act 1989

	Commercial Property
	A property that is used primarily for business activities

	Residential Property
	A property that is used primarily for residential purposes

	Off-Street Car Parking
	Area designed for parking a vehicle off-road i.e., driveway, garage etc.

	On-Street Car Parking
	Area designed for parking a vehicle on-road 

	Permit Area
	To define a length of road where vehicles with parking permits are permitted to stop or park and are exempt from timed restrictions.



3. Background	
Resident Permits were introduced in Brimbank around the early 1990’s to provide residents with parking opportunities to park on-street. Permit areas were introduced as a result of competing demands for on-street parking between users such as train commuters, university students, hospital staff, visitors, shopping centres, sporting facilities or other commercial developments, and residents. 




Currently there are a number of areas within the municipality which provide provisions for resident permit parking where residents are issued with permits.  Residents are currently entitled to 2 residential permits and 2 visitor permits per dwelling (household), for each vehicle that is registered at the property. 

Parking permits have also been issued in streets where there aren’t any designated permit parking areas, but there are time based parking restrictions. This has allowed residents to use a parking permit to park all day in these time restricted areas.

3.1 Considerations

This Policy supersedes current policies and practices to improve the management and provision of on-street parking needs of the community.  Parking permits will allow on-street and off-street parking for residents, service providers, construction workers and carers.

This Policy requires an officer to investigate and recommend parking permit restrictions to the Manager Engineering Services for approval.

A parking permit area will take into consideration the following:
· The particular problems that have led to the request for such a parking scheme;
· The availability of residents’ off-street parking provisions in the area;
· The availability of on-site parking in the area and any parking restrictions imposed;
· The demand for on-site parking in the area by non-residents; 
· Any other issues which may affect amenity and residential parking in the area. 

This Policy together with the Car Parking Management Plans will outline the criteria and recommendations for an area which includes on-street and off-street parking, to be considered/declared a parking permit area. This may result in the removal or introduction of parking permit areas. In addition, any existing resident permits that were issued to residents, once expired, will be subject to this Policy.
4. Parking Permit Areas
Residential streets where there is competing demand between residents and other users such as train commuters, traders, students, and employees will be considered to be classified as a parking permit area. Properties that do not have any off street parking will also be considered for parking permits.

Brimbank has only a minimal percentage of its households without off-street parking facilities, with most properties accommodating two or more vehicles off the street and therefore the issuing of parking permit facilities should be minimal. 

Permits are not provided to residents in cases where on-street parking is not practical due to the distance of the parking space to the residents address being quite large or constraints that may be put on the surrounding road network.  There are a number of streets where parking is not permitted due to safety; generally in ‘No Stopping’ restricted parking areas where there may be bus stops, traffic priority routes, traffic signals, pedestrian crossings, etc. In these cases, resident permits are not issued and parking remains prohibited. 

Before designating a parking permit area, the following considerations are outlined below:

4.1 The Manager Engineering Services may declare any street, part of a street or off-street area to be a “Parking Permit” area. The parking restrictions include time based restrictions or a permit zone restriction.



4.2 Before declaring any street or part of a street for a parking permit area the following must be taken into consideration but not limited to:
a) The proposed street/area is within the proximity of:
· Activity Centre
· Railway Station
· University/Education precinct 
· Hospital
· Place of assembly
· Sporting facility
b) Road width will determine whether a street can accommodate parking on one side or both sides of the street
c) The particular problems that have led to the request for a parking permit area;
d) The availability of on-street parking;
e) The ability to park off-street; and
f) Any other issues which may affect the residential parking in the area.

Once a street or area is declared as a parking permit area, the necessary signs will be installed or amended accordingly. An existing area with parking permit may disqualify as a declared parking permit area under this Policy, which could result in the removal of parking permits. Properties that will be affected by the removal or installation of a parking permit will be informed accordingly.  

Residents in a declared ‘parking permit’ area would be notified of their rights to apply for a permit and each application will then be assessed under the Policy. 
5. Application of Policy
5.1	Once a street is declared as a parking permit area, residents will have the opportunity to apply for a parking permit in accordance with Section 7 – Conditions of Parking Permit. 
5.2 Parking permits will only be provided to users that apply and are approved, parking permits will not be given to users who do not apply.
5.3 Parking permits for residents are only issued to eligible residents within the defined street/area and can only be used in the street/area nominated on the permit.
5.4 Parking permits will not be issued to any person if the appropriate documentation and/or fees are not provided.
5.5 A parking permit will not exempt the designated vehicle from time based parking restrictions of one hour parking (1P) or shorter e.g., half hour parking (1/2P), quarter hour parking (1/4P). A parking permit is not valid in any red-signed areas or other restricted areas described in Road Rules Victoria 2017 (e.g. No Standing, Bus Zones and No Parking) unless otherwise issued by Council. 
5.6 Existing permits once expired will be subject to the new policy and fees associated.
5.7 Resident Permits will only be issued to passenger vehicles (Class 1 vehicles as defined in AustRoads Classification). No Permits will be issued for trucks, trailers, caravans or the like.
5.8 Resident Permits will only apply to eligible residential properties (refer to Section 7.2). Commercial and industrial businesses are not eligible to apply for residential type parking permits.


6. Types of Parking Permits
6.1 Resident Permit
The purpose of resident permits is to give eligible residents (refer to Section 7.2) greater opportunity to park within the designated parking permit area, however they do not guarantee that a space is available. 

Properties that have a mixed use (i.e., apartments on upper floors and a café, shop or business on ground floor) are not considered eligible residential properties.

Resident permits will be transferable to a genuine visitor of the resident.

6.2 Service Permit
The purpose of service permits is to provide short term exemption (up to 10 days) from timed restrictions for tradespeople, removalists, etc. servicing Brimbank residents/businesses who are not eligible for a parking permit. 

Commercial areas
A trade person is eligible for a service parking permit in commercial streets that do not require a full work zone but are inconvenienced by the parking restriction limits. (Refer to Section 10 for associated costs)

Residential areas where there are permit parking or time restrictions
A trade person is eligible for a service parking permit in a residential street for intended works of a minor nature in a residential street and overstay certain time restrictions provided the vehicle is parked as close as possible to the street the permit is issued. Service parking permits for residential areas are only valid when being used to complete on-site works at the property to which they are issued. They are not for private/personal use at any time. (Refer to Section 10 for associated costs).

6.3 Works Zone Permit
The purpose of the works zone permit is to provide only construction vehicles to park in a declared works zone permit area.

A Works Zone will be deemed as an area of road set aside for deliveries and/or loading/unloading of building materials or tradesman car parking at a work/construction site.

A vehicle must not stop in a works zone unless the vehicle is engaged in construction work in or near the construction site.

Works Zone can only be applied for in areas of road where legal parking is permitted. A Work Zone permit will only be issued for a period of 10 days or more (refer to Section 10 for associated costs). Costs will be charged to the applicant for the minimum of 10 days. 

Commercial areas
A Works Zone area within a commercial precinct will only be permitted along the frontage of the work/construction site, generally for a maximum length of 21m. If the frontage of the site exceeds 21m, dispensation for the maximum length may be given at Council’s discretion. 

Residential Areas
A Works Zone area within residential streets will only be permitted along the frontage of the work/construction site for a maximum of 21m. Works on a larger or more complex project that require a longer period of time needs to be considered as part of the Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for the site.



When applying for a Works Zone Permit the following information is required:

· A Certificate of Currency or Summary of Insurance, with a minimum of $20 Million of Public Liability Insurance
· A plan showing the road area and location of proposed Works Zone

6.4 Carer Permit
The purpose of the carer parking permit is to provide an authorised carer the ability to park their vehicle in a parking restricted area when providing care to a resident in Brimbank. 

The carer permit may only be used by carers providing care who meet the definition of carers in the Carers (Recognition) Act 2012.

A carer is a person who provides personal care, support and assistance to another person. The person who needs care is either:

· Frail and aged
· Living with disability
· Living with a medical condition (including a terminal or chronic illness)
· Living with mental illness

Evidence will need to be provided from the care provider outlining the service, address of the property and the registration number of the vehicle(s) providing care for the residents in Brimbank. 

7. Conditions of Parking Permit
7.1 General Conditions:
· All applications shall be made in the prescribed form accompanied by the application fee.
· The issue of continued use of a Parking Permit shall be at all times to the absolute discretion of the authorised officer.
7.2	Parking permits for eligible residents:
· Multi-units (three or more dwellings per lot, apartments etc.) built after this policy adoption will not be eligible for a residential permit.
· Shall only be issued in areas designated to be parking permit areas.
· Is only valid within the designated area being applied for.
· Residents making an application for a resident permit must provide documentary evidence that they are a permanent resident of the address on the application form (e.g. drivers licence, Council rates notice, rent receipts or lease agreements).
· A current registration certificate of the vehicle for which a resident permit is to be issued or a photocopy thereof must be submitted with the application. If the vehicle has been recently purchased and no registration certificate is available, evidence of purchase including registration number of the vehicle with the name and address of purchaser will be accepted. In the case the vehicle is not registered under the resident’s name, the resident must provide proof that the resident is the primary user of the vehicle.
· A resident permit holder will be able to transfer their resident permit on a temporary basis to another vehicle within the household or a genuine visitor to the residence.





7.3	Parking permits for service providers:
· A service provider shall be eligible for a service parking permit for the street and area for which it is issued, according to the same privilege as if the vehicle displayed a valid Resident Permit provided works are conducted by the tradesperson at the property within a parking permit area for residents.
· A service provider shall be eligible for a service parking permit for the street that has time-based parking restrictions or unrestricted areas. 
7.4	Parking permits for works zone vehicles:
· A works zone permit will only be considered along the direct frontage of the work site.
· The works zone permit is not effective until signage is installed. The supply and installation of Works Zone signage will be undertaken by Council and will be installed within two weeks of the approved application, and payment received.
· Typically Works Zone operate between the hours of 7am to 6pm Monday to Saturday
7.5 Parking permits for carers:
· The permits may only be used by carers providing care who meet the definition of carers as set out in the Carers (Recognition) Act 2012.
· A carer permit will be valid for one (1) year from the date of issue.

8. General Conditions
8.1 The issue of any Parking Permit does not guarantee the availability of a parking space to permit holder;

8.2 The permit will specify the street, section of street or area in which it is valid. The Permit entitles the holder to park the nominated vehicle in the section of street or area;
8.3 The permit holder is required by law to conform to all other parking restrictions and prohibitions under the road safety road rules 2017;
8.4 Where permits are used contrary to any of the terms and conditions a parking infringement notice may be issued and the permit cancelled; and
8.5 Continued misuse of parking permits may result in all permit privileges being revoked.

9. How to apply for Permit
Applications for all permits can be made on line or at Council’s customer service centres.





10. Parking Permit Fees
	Type
	Fee

	Residential permit (first)
	Free (valid for 1 year)

	Residential permit (second)
	$35 per year

	Service permit 
Residential area
Commercial/industrial area
	
$25 per week (max10 days)
$50 per week (max10 days)


	Work zone permit
Residential area
  Commercial/industrial area

Supply, install and remove signage
	
$50 per week (max frontage of 21m)
$100 per week(max frontage of 21m)* 

$250 per sign

	Carer permit
	Free (valid for 1 year)



* If frontage is greater than 21m refer to Section 6.3. Each additional car space will be charged at $35 per week

11.  E Permits 
As Council progresses to an electronic system, the parking permits will also be updated so that holders of permits are able to easily apply or transfer permits through an E-Permit system.



History of amendment
	Rev
	Review date
	Reason for amendment
	Next review date

	 A
	18/08/2020	Parking Permit Policy
	N/A


[bookmark: _GoBack]


BRIMBANK ENGINEERING SERVICES	Date - 16/04/20	Record No 20/124062
		Page 1 of 7
image1.emf
 

 


